RESOLUTION (replacement)

BY COUNCIL MEMBER MCDOW:

WHEREAS, safety and protection of the residents of the City of Yonkers – both young and old -- are of the highest priority among its many public servants, and 

WHEREAS, our Fire Department has the best interests of the residents of Yonkers at heart when trying to save lives and protect property during a fire, and 

WHEREAS, this was true during the four-alarm blaze at 149 North Broadway that occurred on Wednesday, December 17, 2003, engulfing the top floor of the building and leaving about 70 people homeless, and 

WHEREAS, the efforts of the Yonkers Fire Department went above and beyond the call of duty in this instance, where the fire and water damage was basically contained to the one building which is only separated by its neighbor by a narrow alley -- demonstrating the heroic efforts of firefighters who risk their lives to battle infernos to save many others, and 

WHEREAS, this was unfortunately a fatal fire, which took the life of one nine-year-old child – possibly pointing to a need for more fire safety education, and  

WHEREAS, two firefighters were injured with second-degree burns – Lieutenant Tom Hessler and Firefighter Timothy Sullivan -- showing the extent to which ‘Yonkers’ Bravest’ will go to help those in need, and 

WHEREAS, we thank them and all Yonkers Firefighters for putting their lives on the line and for doing a tremendous job in effectively responding when disaster strikes.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of Yonkers joins the Yonkers Fire Department, friends and families of Lieutenant Tom Hessler and Firefighter Timothy Sullivan, in commending them for their sacrifice and outstanding service in the face of extreme danger and tremendous odds.
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