RESOLUTION NO.       –  2005
By Council Member McDow
WHEREAS, tenants in federally subsidized buildings across the country are facing the possibility of losing their project-based Section 8 apartments, because of the failure to comply with U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) regulations mandated for ‘safe and secure’ housing; and

WHEREAS, if a building fails two HUD inspections for building conditions, it could “fail out” of the affordable housing program, lose its HUD Housing Assistance Payment Contract (HAPC) and thereby place tenants at risk of losing their subsides and their homes, which has the potential to create a devastating increase in homelessness in our area and throughout the country; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Yonkers currently has more than 2,700 families and 10 Project-Based Section 8 complexes throughout the city; and 
WHEREAS, this year the Yonkers Municipal Housing Authority lost about $2.5 million from its $18 million budget; and 

WHEREAS, during these extraordinarily difficult economic times, eliminating Project-Based Section 8 complexes will lead to tremendous hardships, and even evictions, for thousands of Yonkers families; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council has many serious concerns about the impact this would have on the low, moderate and middle-income rent stabilized tenants of the City of Yonkers who are already facing nearly unprecedented levels of unemployment and cost of living increases; and 

WHEREAS, the effects on seniors, the disabled and other vulnerable individuals on fixed incomes would be especially grave; and 

WHEREAS, the further loss of project-based Section 8 housing within the City of Yonkers must be avoided at all cost, and when that is not possible, it is necessary to ameliorate the effect of the loss of such housing and to otherwise improve and make housing stock accessible to all residents of the City of Yonkers; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Yonkers City Council, that it does hereby resolve that it will call upon the Federal Government to clarify that the removal of the so-called “endless lease” provision of the Section 8 laws does not pre-empt local laws such as the Emergency Tenant Protection Act (ETPA) so that once a landlord accepts a Tenant’s Section 8 subsidy it becomes a term and condition of the ETPA lease which must be renewed at the expiration of each lease term; and be it further


Resolved to call upon the Federal Government to seek

legislation that would require HUD to provide the City of Yonkers   concurrent and direct notice of Real Estate Assessment Center (REAC) inspection results including copies of the inspection reports and notices to the Owner(s); and be it further 


Resolved to call upon the Federal Government to seek legislation that would require HUD’s REAC housing requirements to be consistent with all local and state housing and fire codes; and be it further 


Resolved to request the Administration of the City of Yonkers to direct the Department of Housing and Buildings and City of Yonkers Fire Departments to inspect the premises of buildings where HAPCs are threatened to be cancelled (independent of REAC inspections) to determine the existence of local and state housing and/or fire code violations or the lack thereof; and to provide the Administration, City Council, Owners and/or Tenants, at their request, with documentation indicating the existence or non-existence of such violations; and to provide the City Council, Owners and/or Tenants, at their request, with a written assessment of whether or not citations contained within a REAC inspection report constitute violations of local or state housing and building code; and be it further  


Resolved to call upon the State Legislature to give the Yonkers City Council the authority to enact local legislation making it unlawful within the City of Yonkers for Owners to discriminate against Tenants in offering to rent, or in the rental of, dwelling units located within the City of Yonkers based upon a Tenant’s source of income including making it illegal for Owners to refuse to accept 1) Federal, State or local housing rent subsidies (including Section 8 subsidies); or2) any other rent payments from any governmental or private entity made on behalf of the Tenant (including but not limited to, HOPWA, shelter payments from the Westchester County Department of Social Services, payments from charitable organizations, etc.) and making it unlawful for Owners to evict Tenants in buildings with three or more dwelling units without ‘good cause’ and making it unlawful for Owners to increase the rent in any one-year period in any dwelling unit located in a building that is, or was, regulated by federal or state law, in excess of the amount authorized by the Westchester County Rent Guidelines Board during that respective time period; and be it further 


Resolved to call upon the Federal Government to seek legislation revoking the broad foreclosure and property disposition powers given to HUD in 1995; and be it further 


Resolved to call upon the Federal Government to seek

legislation to require HUD to maintain project-based Section 8 contracts after foreclosure; and be it further 


Resolved to call upon the Federal Government to seek 
legislation to require HUD to notify Tenants and all level of government of federally-subsidized buildings in writing within a set time period regarding proposed actions that would affect the ownership, or regulated status, or the Federal Contract covering their building and to seek input from Tenants at building-wide meetings regarding HUD’s proposed actions and incorporate Tenants’ input into HUD’s decision making process; and be it further 


Resolved that the Yonkers City Council will work with Governor Pataki and the State legislators to urge HUD to create demonstration projects to maintain and improve this distressed housing stock, keeping it affordable and habitable for the long term; and be it further 

Resolved that the Yonkers City Council will work with President Bush, the United States Senators and Representatives, Governor Pataki, the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development, New York State Legislators, the Westchester County Executive and County Legislators and other officials 1) to ensure that federal and state governments increase rather than decrease funding of rental subsidies such as Section 8 Vouchers, Shelter Plus Care, RAP (Rental Assistance Program), and New York State Shelter Allowances for public assistance recipients, etc.; and 2) to ensure that there is increased funding and enforce compliance with requirements for the construction and maintenance of affordable housing; and be it further 

Resolved that to ensure that the City of Yonkers makes habitable and affordable housing one of its top priorities by allocating sufficient resources to ensure that the City has the ability to aggressively enforce the Building and Housing Codes and the Fire Department Codes; and be it further 

Resolved that the City Council hereby directs the City Clerk to forward copies of this resolution to President George Bush, United Stated Department of Housing and Urban Development Secretary Alphonso Jackson, William Russell Housing and Urban Development Assistant Secretary for Grants, Deputy Secretary Roy A. Bernardi, Federal Housing Commissioner & Asst Secretary for Housing John C. Weicher, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Affordable Housing Preservation Charles H. Williams, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Multifamily Housing Stillman Knight, Office of Housing Assistance Contract Administration Oversight Director Lanier M. Hylton, Office of Multifamily Asset Management Director Beverly Miller, Real Estate Assessment Center Management Director Elizabeth A. Hanson, Acting New York Regional Office Director Frank McKay U.S. Senator Charles Schumer, U.S. Senator Hillary Clinton, U.S. Congressman Eliot Engel, U.S. Congresswoman Nita Lowey, New York State Senator Nicholas Spano, New York State Senator Jeff Klein, NYS Assemblyman J. Gary Pretlow, NYS Assemblyman Louis Mosiello, County Executive Andrew Spano, Westchester County Legislator Andrea Stewart-Cousins, Westchester County Legislator Jose Alvarado, Westchester County Legislator-Elect Gordon Burrows, Westchester County Legislator Bernice Spreckman, Yonkers Mayor Phil Amicone, Deputy Mayor William Regan, Yonkers Municipal Housing Authority Executive Director Peter Smith, Legal Services of the Hudson Valley; and be it further 
RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect immediately. 
RESOLUTION

By Council Member McDow

Whereas, the City of Yonkers is blessed with unions and union workers who not only are very diligent and devoted to what they do, but they also reach out to help others in the community with significant needs, and 

Whereas, LOCAL 456 TEAMSTERS teamed up with the Nepperhan Community Center from June 1 to 16 to accept food donations for needy families in the City of Yonkers, and 

Whereas, on June 17 LOCAL 456 TEAMSTERS had collected a truckload of foodstuffs and provisions that was then distributed to local residents at the Nepperhan Community Center, and 
Whereas, this is a generous act of kindness which has undoubtedly helped many families and children.
Now therefore be it resolved, that the City Council of Yonkers hereby commends LOCAL 456 TEAMSTERS, Edward Doyle, Jr., President and the Teamsters Educational & Training Department for the 2nd Annual Local Food Drive and the work that they did to help needy Yonkers Families.

1cd22r teamsters food drive
Resolution

By Council Member McDow

WHEREAS, the Yonkers African American Heritage Parade Committee will hold their Annual Parade and Festival during the weekend of July 16 and 17, 2005, and 

WHEREAS, the Committee would like to hang a larger banner on Main Street at Warburton (so that drivers heading west can see it) and a smaller one at the Nepperhan Avenue foot bridge (on the side where drivers heading east can see it) in order to advertise this event. 


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Yonkers hereby grants permission to the Yonkers African American Heritage Parade to place a banner in the aforementioned locations -- or other feasible nearby locations – subject to terms and conditions deemed appropriate by the Administration to protect the best interests of the City of Yonkers.
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MEMORANDUM

TO 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT MARTINELLI

FROM:
COUNCIL MEMBER MCDOW

DATE:

JUNE 20, 2005

RE:

LEGISLATION

Please add the attached resolutions for Teamsters Food Drive, AAHP Banner and amended HUD legislation to tomorrow’s Rules meeting.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.  If you have any questions, please contact my office at x6311.
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