RESOLUTION FOR 9 6 05 RULES
BY COUNCIL MEMBER MCDOW: 

WHEREAS, REVEREND LUTHER A. EVANS, D.D., Pastor of Community Memorial Baptist Church of Yonkers since 1956 has been a wonderful and exemplary member of the Yonkers Pastorial Community, and 

WHEREAS, REVEREND EVANS is the son of the late Governor and Cealia Evans of Camden, South Carolina, attended elementary and junior school in South Carolina, High School in Washington D.C. and was later honorably discharged from the United States Army after three years of service, and

WHEREAS, REVEREND EVANS became a minister while he was a member of Mount Calvary, C.M.E. Church of Mount Vernon, under the pastorate of the late Reverend Mary B. Asher, graduated from Shelton Bible College to help prepare for his calling, studied at the Interdenominational Theological Seminary in Atlanta, Georgia and received his Doctorate of Divinity Degree from the Edward Waters College of Jacksonville, Florida, and 

WHEREAS, REVEREND EVANS was assigned by the late Bishop W.Y. Bell to Pastor Community Memorial C.M.E. Church when it was located at 1 Maple Street in Yonkers, helped the Church to move to 210 New Main Street and in early 1960 led a fundraising efforts that resulted in the construction of a new Church at 132 Waverly Street in Yonkers, in which the congregation moved in 1962, and 

'

WHEREAS, during REVEREND EVANS'S Pastorship of Community Memorial, its membership has grown to more than 500 people and in 1985, the church made the transition from the Christian Methodist Episcopal Church to the Baptist tradition, and

WHEREAS, REVEREND EVANS later presented a successful proposal to the Federal Government which funded the Church's construction of a low/moderate income garden complex, as an answer to the City's desperate housing needs, and 

WHEREAS, REVEREND EVANS was an activist in the Yonkers Housing and Education Desegregation Class Action Suit which resulted in a victorious 1985 U.S. Supreme Court decision, and 
WHEREAS, after many years of service to Community Memorial and the City of Yonkers, not only is REVEREND EVANS celebrating his 49th Anniversary as Pastor of that Church, he ‘relinquishes his title to seek a different and new calling’ as he is set to retire, both momentous occasions being celebrated during a special Recognition Banquet in his Honor to be held on Saturday, September 17, 2005 at the Polish Community Center of Yonkers.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RECOGNIZED, that the City Council of Yonkers joins Community Memorial Baptist Church, friends, colleagues of REVEREND LUTHER A. EVANS and his lovely wife Darlene, in congratulating and commending him for many years of service to God, Church and community.

