RESOLUTION

BY COUNCIL MEMBER MCDOW:

Whereas, William Christopher Handy was born on November 16, 1873, in Florence, Alabama, where he grew up in a log cabin that his grandfather had built on what is now called College Street, and 

Whereas, as a young child, he was very intelligent, excelled in school work and displayed a keen interest in music, whereby his intuitive ear could catalog the musical notes of  songbirds, the whistles from nearby river boats, and even the rhythms of the Tennessee River, , and 
Whereas, in spite of the fact that musical talent (especially instrument playing) was frowned upon by his family and church, Handy organized a small string orchestra called the ‘Lauzetta Quartet’ while working at a pipe factory and later went to Evansville, Indiana, where he joined a successful band which performed throughout the neighboring cities and states, and 

Whereas, Handy joined a minstrel group called "Mahara's Minstrels in 1896, became a faculty member of Agricultural and Mechanical College in Normal, Alabama and in 1903, received an offer to direct a black band called the Knights of Pythias in Clarksdale, Mississippi, and 
Whereas, in 1909, Handy and his band moved to Memphis, Tennessee where they established their headquarters on the famous Beale Street, where W.C. Handy developed what would later be called "the blues”, the first composition of this type being a campaign song that Handy composed for E. H. Crump, a Memphis candidate for mayor who was running on a reform platform, called "Mr. Crump," and later renamed "Memphis Blues", and 
Whereas, "Memphis Blues" was such a huge success that Handy published it in 1912 and sold the rights to the song for a mere $100.  However, his musical style had been asserted at this time and in 1914, at the age of 40, he published his most famous composition, "St. Louis Blues."  Handy began to write and publish prolifically and his popularity soared.  He opened his own publishing business and worked steadily throughout the 1920s and 1930s despite problems with his vision.  In 1943, he lost his balance and fell from a subway station which caused him to go totally blind, and 
Whereas, in addition to composing, Handy worked laboriously at compiling blues tunes which he published in a book called Blues: An Anthology in 1926.   He later published Negro Authors And Composers of the United States (1935), and Unsung Americans Sung (1944).  His biography, Father of the Blues was published in 1941, and 
Whereas, W.C. Handy died on March 28, 1958 and has been called "the Father of the Blues" having single-handedly introduced a new style of music to the world, having transcribed that new style and presented it to a worldwide audience, and  
Whereas, W.C. Handy lived for a number of years in the City of Yonkers and given his considerable contribution to the composition, publishing and promotion of music, particularly the blues, the City of Yonkers would also like to acknowledge W.C. Handy with a special tribute, and 

Whereas, the Downtown Waterfront of the City of Yonkers is not only dedicated to retail uses, restaurants and overall development, but a noted attraction is performance and the arts which are expected to be a particular appeal for visitors to the Downtown Waterfront area, a prominent part of which is the beautiful Amphitheater next to the City Pier located directly on the Yonkers waterfront, and 
Whereas, the City Council of Yonkers would like to name the Amphitheater for the great W.C. Handy as a fitting tribute to a great composer, musician and individual.

Now, Therefore be it resolved, that the City Council of the City of Yonkers hereby officially names the Waterfront Amphitheater as 

W.C. HANDY AMPHITHEATER

Be it further resolved, that the City Council of Yonkers would like to hold the official naming celebration of this Amphitheater during Yonkers Riverfest/Family Day 2005, on October 1, 2005 and asks that if not available on that date, that signage of appropriate size and weight be affixed to the W.C. Handy Amphitheater by the Administration, acknowledging and memorializing this tribute, as soon as possible thereafter.
