RESOLUTION

BY MAJORITY LEADER MCDOW:


WHEREAS, the City of Yonkers is now anticipating multi-billion dollar construction and renovation that promises to bring revitalization and economic growth, through a stadiums, retail, commercial and residential development, and 

WHEREAS, the City of Yonkers currently possesses a diverse housing stock that reflects a population on a variety of socio-economic levels and incomes, and 


WHEREAS, current housing in Yonkers includes single-family, multi-family homes, apartment buildings, work/live lofts, public housing and subsidized housing, luxury apartments, condominiums and co-operative buildings, and 


WHEREAS, a current concern among low and middle-income individuals and families in Yonkers is whether or not the future economic development in Yonkers promises them a future in Yonkers, and



WHEREAS, it is important to not only build luxury apartments to attract new people to Yonkers, it is also important to maintain and/or increase the affordable housing stock so that Yonkers is attractive and accessible for all, and 


WHEREAS, the US Department of Housing and Urban Development’s recently took over the Section 8 Program in Mt. Vernon and nearly cancelled local Housing Assistance Payment Contracts at Lamartine Terrace and Lane Hill in Yonkers last year, and


WHEREAS, Section 236 mortgages for Stellar Apartments (formerly Philipse Towers), Jackson Terrace, Dorado Apartments, 220 Yonkers Avenue expired in recent years, making way for private management companies to take over the buildings and raise rents and remove subsidies for all but the poorest of their tenants, and 


WHEREAS, rents in Yonkers exceed $900 for a 1-bedroom and $1400 for a 3-bedroom, and 


WHEREAS, this turn of events calls for action on the part of the City of Yonkers to ensure that its residents are not priced out of all available housing, and 


WHEREAS, if action is not taken, the homelessness of hundreds, if not thousands could result.


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of Yonkers hereby calls for mandatory set-aside of 20% affordable housing (as set by median income guidelines) in all new residential apartment buildings (rentals) of 20 units or more.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this includes housing slated for Ridge Hill development, as well as the new Waterfront Redevelopment that are being planned.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the affordable housing provisions are not meant to usurp any guidelines set by the housing desegregation case, U.S. v. Yonkers, and indeed, because so much major development is being planned in all quadrants of the City, should help enhance and ensure that desegregation orders are met.
Doc 1cd15r housing 20% affordable

