RESOLUTION resubmitted for 4 4 06 Rules

BY MAJORITY LEADER MCDOW:

WHEREAS, we owe a great debt of gratitude to the police officers and firefighters who perform an invaluable service to the residents of the City of Yonkers, protecting life and property at great risk to themselves, and 

WHEREAS, anything that can be done to help provide security to them during their tenure and afterwards, during retirement, should be implemented to adequately express our gratitude to these fine men and women, and 

WHEREAS, the New York State Legislature is currently considering bills that would establish service credit for police and firefighters that would provide an additional benefit of one-sixtieth of final average salary for each year of service, the total benefit not to exceed three-quarters of final average salary, and 
WHEREAS, Bill Number S04224A supports allowing this service credit for police and firefighters, and

WHEREAS, if the bill is enacted as is, there will be an increase in the annual contributions of employers who have adopted Section 384-e of the Retirement and Social Security Law of approximately 0.8% of the salaries of employees, and 
WHEREAS, we ask that the remaining 0.8% be added to the employee contribution, so that cities do not have to incur the additional financial obligation, that would probably be minimal to employees, but add up to a great deal of money if a significant part of the workforce receives this benefit.

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Yonkers City Council hereby requests the approval of Assembly Bill Number S04224 by the New York State Legislature, with the requested amended to eliminate the City’s contribution and increase the employee contribution by 5.8% (instead of 5%). 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the City Clerk is hereby directed to send certified copies of this resolution to Governor Pataki and the Yonkers State Delegation.
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