




Chapter 3: Visual Character 

places where the general public can access the River’s edge within the subject area. The 
remainder of the shoreline is private, fenced, or otherwise inaccessible. 

Elevated Metro-North railroad tracks run along the eastern edge of the subject area, physically 
and visually separating the waterfront area from the rest of the city. Underpasses at Ashburton 
and Wells Avenues, and overpasses at Babcock Place and JFK Memorial Drive provide the only 
vehicle and public pedestrian links between the subject area and the remainder of the city. 
However, these four main entrances are also visual corridors affording views through and within 
the subject area. The public would most likely experience these particular views while in motor 
vehicles or as pedestrians on sidewalks or crossing streets. 

The visual character of each entrance to the subject area is described below: 

ASHBURTON AVENUE 

From Warburton Avenue, Ashburton Avenue provides long views across the central portion of 
the subject area to the Palisades and Hudson River. However, as it dips under the railroad 
underpass it loses views of these prominent features of the subject area.  

BABCOCK PLACE 

Babcock Place includes an overpass into the subject area. This crossing over the Metro-North 
railroad tracks on Babcock Place provides significant long views of and over the Master Plan 
Area to the Hudson River and Palisades. As shown in Figure 3-2B Photo 3, upland views from 
Babcock Place and Warburton Avenue also include the Hudson River and a section of the 
Palisades beyond. 

WELLS AVENUE 

Wells Avenue, located at the southern end of the subject area is a low and enclosed urban 
landscape that—with the exception of Development Parcel K—affords limited views of the 
subject area. Wells Avenue is a short roadway that passes under the Metro-North railroad tracks 
at the northern end of the Yonkers train station (see Figure 3-2B Photo 4). Wells Avenue is 
approximately four blocks in length and runs from the Kawasaki Rail Car Corp. to Alexander 
Street. The proximity of Wells Avenue to both the train station and downtown Yonkers make it a 
primary access point to the subject area, although views from it are highly localized and do not 
include long vistas of the Hudson River or the Palisades. 

ALEXANDER STREET 

Alexander Street is a north-south roadway that traverses through the south and central sections 
of the Master Plan Area. It is an enclosed urban industrial landscape that affords few views—
other than street level—of the subject area. Views of the Hudson River and Palisades are 
generally obstructed by industrial buildings and vehicle storage. In many areas, only the tops of 
the Palisades are visible from this street. 

VISUAL CHARACTER OF THE SUBJECT AREA 

Visually, the subject area has the appearance of an underutilized industrial area, and is generally 
comprised of one- and two-story buildings of varying age and condition that are industrial in 
character and use. The buildings and sites have developed over time and were modified as 
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needed to suit various users and uses. As such, the subject area is characterized by a haphazard 
development pattern. 

The subject area contains a significant number of unsightly vacant and underutilized parcels. 
Over time, buildings and facilities were demolished leaving an extensive amount of open 
industrial land. Many of these open parcels are currently used for vehicle storage as shown in 
Figure 3-2C Photo 5. In addition, ongoing demolition associated with environmental cleanup 
constantly alters the site’s appearance by reducing the number of built elements within the 
subject area.  

At the southernmost end of the subject area, the focal point is the North Yonkers Pump Station. 
Also in this vicinity are the newly developed county park, Habirshaw Park the site of the 
renovated Beczak Environmental Education Center (Beczak Center), and the historic City Jail 
Building. The Habirshaw Park and Beczak Center is the only place within the south and central 
portions of the subject area that permits public access to the Hudson River, and affords 
unobstructed public views of the Hudson River and Palisades. 

The central portion of the subject area contains the Greyston Bakery, a major employer of the 
subject area. As shown in Figure 3-2C Photo 6, the bakery building is a modern industrial 
building designed by renowned architect Maya Lin.  

In the northern of the subject area is the former Glenwood Power Station (see Figure 3-2D Photo 
7). This prominent visual element of the waterfront is a currently being reviewed by the City of 
Yonkers Landmarks Preservation Board for landmark status. 

The subject area, located along the low shore-land of the Hudson River, can generally be 
categorized into three distinct sub-areas: the Alexander Street Waterfront Area; JFK Marina Park 
and Trevor Park Waterfront Area; and the Inland Parcels (see Figure 3-3). Each area is described 
below.  

ALEXANDER STREET WATERFRONT AREA 

The Alexander Street waterfront area consists of all land west of the railroad tracks and south of 
Trevor Park, including the former Glenwood Power Station. The roughly 111-acre waterfront 
area is long, relatively narrow, and has an irregular shoreline. This area, which consists entirely 
of fill, is characterized predominantly by one to two-story industrial buildings and surface 
parking lots. Figure 3-2D Photo 8 shows a typical building and use along Alexander Street. 
Examples of facilities in this area include the active industrial and manufacturing operation of 
the Excelsior Packaging Company, Altman Stage Lighting Facility, Greyston Bakery, and the 
MTA Bus Garage, which all contribute to the industrial and warehouse character of this area. 

The waterfront is virtually inaccessible to the public. It is dominated by old industrial uses, 
including crumbling piers and bulkheads and is cut off from the public by barbed wire, parking 
lots, and industrial facilities. The only portion of the Hudson River accessible to the public in the 
Alexander Street Waterfront Area is at the Beczak Center and Habirshaw Park. The Beczak 
Center and Habirshaw Park offer striking views of the Hudson River and Palisades. This 2-acre 
park area is bounded by the North Yonkers Pump Station to the south, industrial uses to the 
north (see Figure 3-2E Photo 9), and Hudson River to the west. In the spring of 2004, the Beczak 
Center created a 10,000 square foot tidal marsh along the Hudson River. The marsh is planted 
with grasses and buffered by riprap which the public can access from a wooden bridge. This one 
of two locations within the subject area were the public can directly access the Hudson River. 
From the riprap, the George Washington Bridge, Yonkers Recreation Pier, and development 
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associated with the downtown Yonkers Waterfront Master Plan1 are visible to the south (see 
Figure 3-2E Photo 10). To the north, views of the Tappan Zee Bridge are obstructed by the 
natural bend of the river, deteriorating pilings, and existing development along the waterfront 
(see Figure 3-2F Photo 11). In addition, a significant portion of the subject area, including the 
Glenwood Power Station and former BICC Cable Corp. building, are visible from this location. 

Aside from persons visiting the Beczak Environmental Education Center and Habirshaw Park, 
the public would most likely experience views from and within the Alexander Street Waterfront 
sub-area while in motor vehicles or as pedestrians on sidewalks or crossing streets. 

JFK MARINA PARK AND TREVOR PARK WATERFRONT AREA 

The northern end of the subject area is comprised of the JFK Marina Park and Trevor Park, from 
which the public may experience a variety of views, as discussed below. This portion of the 
subject area is roughly bounded by the former Glenwood Power Station and Glenwood Avenue 
to the south (not including the existing 26-story Seven Pines residential tower), the end of JFK 
Marina Park and JFK Memorial Drive to the north, the Hudson River to the west and Warburton 
Avenue to the east. JFK Marina Park and Trevor Park are separated by the Metro-North railroad 
tracks. The JFK Memorial Drive overpass is the only way to access the JFK Marina Park. 

The JFK Marina Park, a 9-acre public park, is one of two areas in the entire subject area where 
the public can get to the water’s edge and enjoy the views. The views from JFK Marina Park are 
striking. As shown in Photos 3-1 and 3-2, on a clear day it is possible to see the George 
Washington Bridge and New York City Skyline to the south and Tappan Zee Bridge to the 
north. The view across the river is of the Palisades and Alpine Boat Basin (see Figure 3-2F 
Photo 12). However, the JFK Marina Park is in disrepair. The gravel path which traverses the 
edge of the Hudson River is marked with sinkholes indicating a deteriorating bulkhead. The 
fence that separates the path from the water is made of chicken wire that is bent and broken in 
some places, and detracts from the scenic views (see Figure 3-2G Photo 13). In addition, the 
fence is at a height that prevents park users from actually touching the water and is an 
impediment to fisherman. As shown in Figure 3-2G Photo 14, there is also very little 
landscaping, only a few trees and benches to encourage passive recreation and public enjoyment 
of the park. 

Across the railroad tracks, in the 21-acre Trevor Park is the Hudson River Museum and Trevor 
Mansion (see Figure 3-2H Photos 15 and 16). Trevor Mansion, in which a portion of the Hudson 
River Museum is located, is on the National Register of Historic Places. However, the 1960s 
addition to the museum—where most of the exhibit space is located—is modern and not 
historically significant (for further discussion of Trevor Mansion see Chapter 13, “Cultural and 
Historic Resources”).  

The topography of Trevor Park is variable. The park slopes steeply downward from Warburton 
Avenue west to the railroad lines. The Hudson River Museum is located on the north eastern 
edge of the park along Warburton Avenue. The remainder of the park is an open field edged by 
tree cover. The open field areas are used by the neighboring Museum School for athletic and 
playing fields. The Park’s eastern border along Warburton Avenue is defined by mature street 

                                                      
1 The Yonkers Downtown Waterfront Master Plan, created in 1998, guided the redevelopment 

immediately south of the subject area which includes a multi-parcel area along more than 3,500 feet of 
Hudson River waterfront near the Yonkers Recreation Pier. 
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Yonkers Riverfront Library 
From the upper floors of the Yonkers Riverfront Library, particularly the public meeting and 
conference rooms, there are panoramic views of the Hudson River, Palisades, and the subject 
area. Figure 3-2I Photo 18 shows the northwesterly view from the reading area on the fourth 
floor. 

Glenwood Train Station 
The Glenwood Train Station offers public views of the Hudson River and Palisades, as well as 
the subject area, particularly the existing development associated with the BICC cable facility 
and the Glenwood Power Station. The views from Glenwood Train Station are most extensive 
from the station house and pedestrian bridge, and are more limited from the station platforms 
which are at a lower elevation.  

The views to the south are dominated by former BICC Cable Corp. building and adjacent 
industrial buildings (see Figure 3-2M Photo 25). The bend of the Hudson River shoreline and the 
placement of the blue building on the water’s edge shorten the southern view of the Palisades 
from this vantage point. To the north the view is dominated by the Glenwood Power Station (see 
Figure 3-2D Photo 7). The architectural details of this prominent waterfront structure are highly 
visible from this location.  

Ravine Avenue Park 
Ravine Avenue Park overlooks the Metro-North railroad tracks and subject area beyond. To the 
south, the tops of the Palisades are visible over the existing MTA bus garages and parking area 
(see Figure 3-2M Photo 26). To the north, the Hudson River and Palisades are visible through a 
thin cover of trees and over a vehicle storage area. 

Hudson River Museum 
The Hudson River Museum is located in Trevor Park. It is housed in the landmarked Trevor 
Mansion and a purpose-built building constructed in the 1960s modernist style to house 
additional collections of the Hudson River Museum. The topography of Trevor Park slopes 
steeply downward from Warburton Avenue to the Metro-North railroad tracks. The Hudson 
River Museum, in particular the historic Trevor Mansion section, is located on high ground 
along Warburton Avenue, overlooking the open playing fields in the Park. The elevation of the 
Hudson River Museum provides visitors with views of the Hudson River and Palisades. From 
the newer museum building—which is located at a slightly lower elevation—views directly to 
the west and north are partially obstructed by the thick row of trees along JFK Memorial Drive. 
However, the overpass on JFK Memorial Drive creates a break in the trees that allows for 
greater views. Views of the Hudson River, Palisades, and subject area are particularly striking 
from the upper levels of Trevor Mansion where rooms were designed to take advantage of the 
surrounding natural beauty. 

Beczak Environmental Educational Center and Habirshaw Park 
The Beczak Center and Habirshaw Park, as previously discussed has views of the subject area 
from the edge of the Hudson River. From the riprap associated with the tidal marsh, the George 
Washington Bridge, the restored historic Victorian City of Yonkers Recreation Pier, and new 
development along the Hudson River Esplanade Park are visible to the south (see Figure 3-2E 
Photo 9). To the north, views of the Tappan Zee Bridge are obstructed by the natural bend of the 
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river, deteriorating pilings, and existing industrial development along the waterfront (see Figure 
3-2F Photo 11). 

Views of the subject area from this location are dominated by existing industrial uses, including 
the Glenwood Power Station and BICC facility. The edge of the Habirshaw Park along the 
Hudson River provides uninterrupted views of the Hudson River and Palisades. However, due to 
the set back of the Beczak Center from the Hudson River, and the adjacent industrial building to 
the north which extends to the river (see Figure 3-2E Photo 10), views of the Hudson River and 
Palisades from within the Beczak Center are confined to what is directly across the river from 
the property. 

Old Croton Aqueduct Trail 
The Old Croton Aqueduct State Historic Park is a 26.2 mile linear park which runs from Van 
Cortlandt Park at the border of Yonkers and the Bronx, to the Croton Dam in Cortlandt. A large 
portion of the park that traverses through Yonkers is located within the subject Area.1 A portion 
of the Old Croton Trailway has been designated as part of the Hudson River Greenway.2 The 
Hudson River Greenway is a designated New York State Trail.3 The intent of the Greenway is to 
create continuous green space along the Hudson River by connecting existing trails and parks, as 
well as creating new ones. 

Although located along a ridgeline, the subject area is hardly perceptible from the Old Croton 
Aqueduct Trail due to heavy tree cover and existing buildings. The Hudson River and Palisades 
are intermittently visible during the winter months.  

PUBLIC VIEWS FROM AND FROM ACROSS THE HUDSON RIVER 

Hudson River 
The subject area is situated on the banks of the Hudson River. The Hudson has been recognized 
by multiple agencies and under many programs that have been considered in this analysis. The 
subject area is adjacent to a segment of the Hudson that has been designated as the Hudson River 
Valley National Heritage Area. This designation was established by Congress in 1996, and is 
funded through the National Park Service and Department of the Interior by annual 
appropriations.4 The Hudson River in its entirety is also designated as an American Heritage 
River as defined by Executive Order 13061.5 In addition, the subject area is adjacent to the 
Hudson River Greenway Water Trail6, a network of designated access sites for kayaks, canoes 
and small boats along 156-miles of the Hudson River. This trail stretches from Battery Park in 
the Village of Waterford, Saratoga County, to Battery Park in Manhattan.7 Although the Hudson 
                                                      
1 Source: http://www.nysparks.com/sites/info.asp?siteID=34, posted as of 8/24/05 
2 Source: http://nysparks.state.ny.us/parks/info.asp?parkID=170; posted as of 08/23/05 
3 Source: http://www.hudsongreenway.state.ny.us/; posted as of 08/23/05 
4 Source: http://www.hudsonrivervalley.com/ and 

http://www.cr.nps.gov/heritageareas/AREAS/HUDSON.HTM; posted as of 8/24/05 
5 Source: http://www.epa.gov/rivers/; posted as of 08/24/05 
6 Source: http://www.hudsongreenway.state.ny.us/conserv/watertrailmap.htm; posted as of 08/23/05 
7 Source: http://www.hudsongreenway.state.ny.us/conserv/watertr.htm; posted as of 9/6/05 
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River Greenway Trail is adjacent to the subject area, there are no designated Water Trail Sites in 
the vicinity. In fact, the portion of the Water Trail that runs past Yonkers is the largest section of 
the trail without a designated Trail Site. The subject area is also located within the Hudson River 
Estuary, as defined by the 1987 Hudson River Estuary Management Act,1 and is within the core 
Study Area of the New York/New Jersey Harbor Estuary Program, a division of the EPA’s 
National Estuary Program.2 The Hudson River is also a New York State Critical Environmental 
Area.3

The Hudson River is used by recreational boaters, fishermen, and commercial vessel operators 
and their passengers. These users of the Hudson’s waters in the vicinity of the subject area have 
water-level views of the Yonkers and New Jersey waterfronts, including the subject area. The 
upland areas immediately east of the subject area, including the Inland Parcels of the subject 
area, appears to viewers from the Hudson River as a highly urbanized and built-up backdrop. 
Prominent features of the subject area visible from the Hudson River characterize the subject 
area as industrial, and the most visible features from the distance are the smokestacks of the 
Glenwood Power Station and North Yonkers Pump Station, which visually frame the subject 
area, and the former BICC Cable Corp. building which juts into the Hudson River. 

Views westward toward the New Jersey waterfront from the Hudson River in the subject area 
vicinity include the Palisades Interstate Park. Developed areas at Huyler Landing, Alpine Boat 
Basin, and the Excelsior Dock are all visible to boaters on the Hudson River.

New Jersey 
The Palisades of the Hudson, which comprises Palisades Interstate Park, is a National Natural 
Landmark (as defined by 36 CFR Part 62), and is listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places.4 This park is located approximately 0.6 miles due west and directly across the Hudson 
River from the subject area.5 The subject area is visible from several public vantage points from 
the Palisades. Alpine Boat Basin and Alpine Lookout provide the best views of the site from the 
opposite side of the river. From these viewpoints, which are located approximately six tenths of 
a mile across the Hudson River, the subject area blends into the highly urbanized backdrop of 
the Yonkers ridgeline. Due to the effects of distance, detailed features of the subject area and the 
urbanized development beyond are hardly perceptible.  

Alpine Lookout is located at the top of the Palisades directly opposite the northern end of the 
subject area. From this vantage point, which is accessible via motor vehicles exiting from the 
Palisades Interstate Parkway, the subject area is visible as a small component of the panoramic 
view available of the river, the opposite shoreline, and urbanized landscape of Yonkers beyond. 
From the Alpine Boat Basin, located at the base of the Palisades, the views are similar, but with 
the foreground of the river more prominent due to the low viewing angle. The subject area 
blends in with the urbanized backdrop of the larger city and the ridge line to the east. 

                                                      
1 Source: http://www.dec.state.ny.us/website/hudson/hrep.html; posted as of 08/24/05 
2 Source: http://www.epa.gov/owow/estuaries/programs/hep.htm; posted as of 08/24/05 
3 http://giswww.westchestergov.com/wcgis/Metadata/wcgis.WCCEA.html; posted as of 12/10/05 
4 Source: http://www.njpalisades.org/; posted as of 08/24/05 
5 Source: http://www.nature.nps.gov/nnl/registry/usa_map/States/NewYork/new_york.cfm, posted as of 

8/23/05 
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Intermittent glimpses of the Hudson River and its eastern shoreline are available to motorists on 
the Palisades Interstate Parkway and Route 9W. The subject area is not distinguishable to 
viewers from these roadways due to the speed with which the vehicles travel and the 
fragmentary glimpses afforded by the irregular breaks in the roadside vegetation. 

LOCALLY SIGNIFICANT HISTORIC PLACES 

The City of Yonkers Landmarks Preservation Law was most recently revised 1991. Prior to the 
revision, a building inventory of approximately 1,200 structures of varying degrees of historic 
classification was compiled. The classifications included National Register (NR), National 
Register Eligible (NRE), Landmarks Preservation Board (LPB), and Locally Significant (LS). 
NR and NRE listings require New York State Historic Preservation Office approval. Sites listed 
as LPB were approved by the Landmarks Preservation Board under local law. Sites listed as LS 
were determined to have the potential to be significant and necessitate further study. LS listings 
have no protection under state or local law.  

The Study Area includes approximately 16 sites deemed by the Landmarks Preservation Board 
as “locally significant.” For a greater discussion of locally significant historic resources see 
Chapter 13, “Cultural and Historic Resources.” Tables 13-1 and 13-2 list all of the addresses and 
classification of historic structures within the Study Area. 

STATE AND NATIONAL REGISTERS OF HISTORIC PLACES 

Within the Study Area, there are five places listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 
These include the Philipse Manor Hall, Trevor Mansion, the Old Croton Aqueduct Trail, the 
Palisades Interstate Parkway, and the Halcyon Place Historic District. The Study Area also 
includes two sites eligible for the National Register, which are the City Jail Building and an 
apartment building on Woodworth Avenue. 

Philipse Manor Hall, located on Warburton Avenue, is also a State Historic Site.1 The elevation 
of the land in this location combined with existing development limits any views that this 
Historic Resource would have of the subject area. 

Trevor Mansion, also referred to as Glenview Mansion, is located in Trevor Park. It is part of the 
Hudson River Museum. In the 1960s the Hudson River Museum built a modern addition to the 
south and west of the historic mansion. Although the addition limits views of the exterior of 
Trevor Mansion, the structure itself—particularly the interior—remains largely intact. Views 
from this property are discussed above, under the discussion dealing with the Hudson River 
Museum. 

The Old Croton Aqueduct Trail runs parallel to the subject area from the JFK Marina Park until 
Babcock Place where it turns eastward. Trees and existing buildings limit views of the subject 
area from this historic trail.  

The Palisades Interstate Parkway has limited views of views of the subject area. The Parkway 
traverses the ridge of the Palisades across the Hudson River in New Jersey. The Parkway 
provides access to the Alpine Boat Basin (not on the National Register of Historic Places) which 

                                                      
1 Source: http://www.nysparks.com/sites/info.asp?siteID=22, posted as of 8/24/05 
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is directly across from the subject area.1 Please see the discussion of views from New Jersey, 
above. 

The Halcyon Place Historic District is primarily located east of Warburton Avenue on Halcyon 
Place but also includes a number of contiguous properties on the west side of Warburton Avenue 
that have similar visual qualities as those on Halcyon Place. Because Halcyon Place cuts into a 
hillside, many of the homes within this historic district have elevated views toward Hudson 
River and the Palisades. The historic district is characterized by its 12 contributing residential 
buildings that were part of a planned early 20th century suburban development in Yonkers. The 
houses in the historic district were built between 1901 and 1924 for the middle class, their 
designs reflecting prevailing architectural styles of the period. Views from this District are 
discussed above under the heading “Gold Street and Halcyon Place.” 

RESOURCES NOT FOUND WITHIN THE STUDY AREA 

Many resources considered by the NYSDEC as being sensitive aesthetic and visual resources do 
not exist within the subject area. Resources not found within the Study Area include: Urban 
Cultural Parks2; State Forest Preserve3 lands; National Wildlife Refuges4; State Game 
Refuge/State Wildlife Management Areas5; rivers designated by New York State as Wild6, 
Scenic7, or Recreational8; Scenic Byways or parkways9; and Scenic Areas of Statewide 
Significance10. 

D. THE FUTURE WITHOUT THE PROPOSED ACTION 

VISUAL CHARACTER OF THE SUBJECT AREA 

In the future without the Proposed Action no significant land use changes would occur in the 
subject area. Certain changes may occur with the redevelopment actions of individual property 
owners, but these changes would not create a cohesive neighborhood and would likely limit the 
amount of residential and open space and public parkland development that occurs. Although no 
known plans for the subject area have been filed with Yonkers agencies, examples of potential 
changes that may occur with the Proposed Action include expansion of industrial facilities and 

                                                      
1 Source: http://nysparks.state.ny.us/shpo/resources/index.htm, posted as of 11/17/05  
2 Source: http://www.nyhistory.com/links/urban_cultural_parks.htm; posted as of 8/23/05 
3 Source: http://www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dlf/publands/landclass.html; posted as of 8/23/05 
4 Source: http://www.fws.gov/refuges/, posted as of 8/23/05 
5 Source: http://www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dfwmr/wma/wmalist.htm; posted as of 8/23/05 
6 Source: http://www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dfwmr/habitat/wildrivers.html; posted as of 08/24/05 
7 Source: http://www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dfwmr/habitat/scenicrivers.html; posted as of 08/24/05 
8 Source: http://www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dfwmr/habitat/recreationrivers.html; posted as of 08/24/05 
9 Source: http://www.dot.state.ny.us/scenic/parkway.html; posted as of 08/23/05 
10 Source: New York State Department of State, Division of Coastal Resources and Waterfront 
Revitalization, “Scenic Areas of Statewide Significance,” July 1993. 
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vehicle storage lots or redevelopment of specific properties based on the plans of individual 
property owners.  

SURROUNDING NEIGHBORHOODS 

In the future without the Proposed Action the subject area would continue as an underdeveloped 
and underutilized industrial area. The streets and lot lines would remain in their haphazard 
pattern. The magnificent views of the Hudson River, Palisades, and New York City Skyline 
from the water’s edge would remain inaccessible to the public. The public would continue to be 
able to utilize JFK Marina Park and Trevor Park; however neither is expected to be substantially 
improved. The gravel path in JFK Marina Park would continue to degrade and no additional 
landscaping or park improvements would be made.  

Improvements and renovations to Trevor Mansion and Hudson River Museum are expected to 
occur as unrelated actions in the future without the Proposed Action, and renovations to JFK 
Marina Park and Trevor Park are also expected to occur independent of the Proposed Action. 

RELATIONSHIP OF THE SITE TO THE SURROUNDING AREA 

The visual character of the subject area’s environs would continue to evolve as urban 
redevelopment and new development projects continue to occur in the future without the 
Proposed Action. A number of such projects are currently planned in the surrounding 
neighborhoods that would result in the renovation and restoration of existing buildings and in the 
construction of new buildings in nearby areas. These projects are referred to as the “No-Build” 
projects in that they will proceed whether or not the Proposed Action occur. These projects are 
discussed in Chapter 2, “Land Use, Zoning, and Public Policy,” and are listed in that chapter in 
Table 2-5 (Page 2-14); the location of each project is shown in Figure 2-3. 

While the renovation or restoration of existing buildings surrounding the subject area would 
contribute to the visual character by improving deteriorated structures and neighborhood 
conditions, several new buildings are proposed immediately adjacent to the subject area that 
would change the visual character of the waterfront. Examples of planned developments just 
outside the subject area include Phase II of Collins Enterprises which includes 312 residential 
units proposed for construction immediately next to the North Yonkers Pump Station, at the 
south end of the subject area. 

Overall, the projects listed in Table 2-5 are expected to add approximately 2,000 residential 
units, approximately 185,000 square feet of retail space, and approximately 185,000 square feet 
of office space. Most of this development activity is expected to be completed by 2017.  

E. THE FUTURE WITH THE PROPOSED ACTION  
The Proposed Action would establish a new mixed-use neighborhood consisting of low- to 
moderate-rise buildings and a public esplanade along the Hudson River shoreline. The Proposed 
Action would change how the subject area looks, and would change views of and across the 
subject area, as well as views of the Hudson River and the Palisades beyond. 

The Proposed Action is designed to compliment the adjacent downtown Yonkers Waterfront 
Master Plan and extend similar development further along Yonkers’ waterfront. Recognizing the 
site’s prominence and its key role in the revitalization of the larger downtown area, the City of 
Yonkers has developed design guidelines to organize the built elements of the Proposed Action 
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in relation to its surroundings, and to use its prominence to support and the enhance the City’s 
urban waterfront character. 

The Proposed Action’s effects on the visual character of the subject area, the relationship of the 
subject area to the surrounding Study Area, and potential effects of the Proposed Action on 
existing public views from visual resources is discussed below. Figures 3-6A and 3-6B show 
massing simulations that demonstrate the relationship of the maximum building envelope to the 
surrounding landscape. 

ALEXANDER STREET WATERFRONT AREA 

As discussed in Chapter 1, “Project Description,” The Proposed Action includes several 
buildings arrayed on Development Parcels. The tallest buildings contemplated would be up to 
30-story residential structures. In designing the Proposed Action and siting the individual 
buildings on designated Development Parcels, the City considered the public viewsheds of the 
upland areas. As such, the Proposed Action defines the maximum height and bulk allowed on 
each Development Parcel based in part on change in upland elevations, and on the presence of 
public and open space resources in the upland area from which the public could view the subject 
area and the sights lying beyond. In consideration of these factors, the Proposed Action would 
establish a variable mix of heights along the waterfront. The placement, orientation, and 
maximum heights of the proposed buildings are designed to maintain existing public view 
corridors through the subject area. These building design guidelines aim to balance the City’s 
waterfront redevelopment goals with the maintenance of public view corridors from the inland 
residential neighborhoods and downtown Yonkers, and the riverfront character of the Yonkers 
Downtown Waterfront Area. 

The east-west streets of the Proposed Action would be aligned and platted as a continuation of 
the upland streets (e.g., Point Street, Union Place, Lamartine Avenue, etc.). This alignment is 
designed to create continuous visual corridors which would maintain and create new public 
views of the Hudson River and Palisades from the upland area. 

The Proposed Action would alter existing views of the subject area and partially obstruct some 
views of the Hudson River and Palisades from areas located in the upland areas. As discussed 
below, views to the west from windows primarily at the back of private residences in upland 
areas will change as a result of the presence of new structures in the subject area. However, the 
Proposed Action would create a visually interesting skyline, attractive architecture, and new 
public open space from which the public would be afforded new and extensive opportunities to 
enjoy the striking views of the Hudson River and Palisades. The changes in views of the subject 
area are not considered to be adverse or significant impacts. 

The key feature of the new development would be a public open space esplanade running along 
the previously inaccessible Hudson River waterfront. This esplanade would connect to the 
existing esplanade to the south, and would provide the public with uninterrupted access to the 
shoreline, thereby permitting the public to enjoy its world-class views of Hudson River and 
Palisades, as well as the New York City Skyline and George Washington and Tappan Zee 
Bridges on clear days. These views are currently not available to the public from the subject area 
except at the two public parks, the 2-acre Habirshaw Park and JFK Marina Park. The changes in 
views of or from the redeveloped waterfront esplanade are not considered to be adverse 
significant impacts. 
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JFK MARINA PARK AND TREVOR PARK 

The Proposed Action would visually enhance both JFK Marina Park and Trevor Park. Except for 
the residential building proposed for the northern edge of the former Glenwood Power Station 
site (Development Parcel N), no towers or other structures are proposed for this section of the 
waterfront. Therefore views of the Hudson River and Palisades from the upland areas would not 
be altered by changes to these sites. 

The proposed changes to JFK Marina Park include improved landscaping, public walkways, and 
the mooring of recreational boats. Boats moored in the JFK Marina Park would not be of size or 
bulk to significantly detract from public views of the waterfront.  

The Proposed Action would enhance the pedestrian connection from Trevor Park to JFK Marina 
Park in the vicinity of where the park and the JFK Memorial Drive pass over the Metro-North 
railroad. In addition, the Trevor Mansion and the Hudson River Museum would be improved for 
ADA accessibility. These improvements will not materially affect views of or from the Museum. 
However, in an unrelated action, improvements to the Hudson River Museum will create 
additional public gathering and exhibit space as well as an outdoor amphitheater with enhanced 
views of the River and Palisades beyond. 

The proposed changes to JFK Marina Park would enhance and improve the visual character and 
quality of the park, as well as increase its public accessibility. These improvements would 
enhance the aesthetic qualities of the park, and would increase the ability of the public to enjoy 
the views from the park. The changes in views of or from Trevor Park or JFK Marina Park are 
not considered to be adverse significant impacts. 

INLAND PARCELS 

As proposed, the mixed-use redevelopment of Development Parcel K would include office, 
retail, and residential uses. Upon completion, views of the Kawasaki Railcar Corp. and Otis 
Elevator smokestack would be partly obstructed from the Yonkers Train Station and other 
community resources. Partial obstruction of these views is not considered to constitute a 
significant adverse impact. 

The Master Plan contemplates the potential that the northern Inland Parcels, comprised of 
Development Parcels M and L, could be redeveloped with roadway access improvements. The 
Master Plan also incorporates the potential for redevelopment of these parcels to include 
townhouse style three- to four-story buildings containing retail and residential uses. The 
redevelopment of these two parcels in this manner would smooth the transition from the upland 
area to the subject area. Babcock Place and Ashburton Avenue would act as gateways to the 
Alexander Street Waterfront Area. These changes are not considered to be significant adverse 
impacts. 

RELATIONSHIP OF THE SITE TO THE SURROUNDING AREA 

The Proposed Action would offer distinctive urban design to the Yonkers waterfront area 
compatible with the existing urban fabric and the new development along the Hudson River to 
the south of the subject area. In addition, the proposed plan would offer a pedestrian-oriented 
environment consistent with its downtown location and introduce generous amounts of open 
space, including the continuation of the public esplanade along the waterfront. 
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The Proposed Action considered the effects of the heights of the towers on the public and open 
spaces resources of the upland area, as well as private residences and businesses.  

The Proposed Action was specifically designed to continue existing view corridors to the subject 
area, Hudson River, and Palisades. As mentioned above, this is accomplished to the extent 
possible by aligning and platting the proposed street-grid within the subject area as a 
continuation of the upland street orientation. In addition, the proposed massing of buildings on 
Development Parcels within the subject area reflects the change in elevation from the upland 
area to the subject area. Under the Proposed Action, taller buildings would be allowed where the 
change in elevation from the upland area to the subject area reduces the affect of building height 
on views of the Hudson River and Palisades. As such, the Proposed Action would utilize the 
existing Yonkers topography as an amphitheater to reduce the obstruction of views from the 
upland areas. 

The Proposed Action’s design guidelines require towers to be oriented in a perpendicular axis to 
the waterfront. In addition, the Proposed Action institutes a maximum width of 70 feet for each 
tower. The combination of these guidelines would minimize visual obstructions and serve the 
continuance of views from the upland areas to the Hudson River and Palisades. 

WESTERN VIEW CORRIDORS THROUGH THE SUBJECT AREA 

It is anticipated that the Proposed Action would change the views from many locations within 
the Study Area due to the establishment of new buildings of a greater height than existing land 
uses. However, none of these changes are expected to result in significant adverse impacts. The 
building envelopes proposed for the subject area are defined by building location within 
proposed Development Parcels, roadway orientation, as well as maximum heights, orientation, 
tower width, and unit count. All of these guidelines work together to continue and extend public 
view corridors of east-west streets and public and open space resources within the Study Area 
(see Figure 3-7).  

The view corridors of Lamartine Avenue, Union Place, and Point Street would be extended by 
the creation of new streets on the opposite (west) side of the Metro-North railroad tracks. The 
new streets would visually align with the upland streets, but would not physically connect to 
them due to the intervening Metro-North right-of-way. The alignment of the new streets with the 
upland streets is what creates the visual corridor extension. The alignment would also have the 
effect of eliminating “dead end” view corridors, which would result from buildings blocking 
westward views down roads ending at the river’s edge. As discussed earlier under “Existing 
conditions,” the current subject area road network does not align with upland streets, and many 
subject area roads have views obstructed by existing buildings. 

The Gold Street visual corridor would not be extended. However, the portion of the proposed 
building that would be visible at the terminus of Gold Street would be limited to five-stories, 
which would minimize the “dead end” effect.  

Ashburton Avenue and Babcock Place would be physically and visually extended by the 
Proposed Action. The Proposed Action would extend these existing streets to the proposed 
esplanade park. No changes would be made to Wells or Glenwood Avenues. The projected 
changes in views of the subject area, Hudson River, and Palisades are discussed below. 
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Ashburton Avenue 
The Proposed Action includes a realignment and extension of Ashburton Avenue all the way 
through the subject area to the proposed esplanade along the Hudson River. Views westward 
down Ashburton Avenue would terminate at the open space esplanade, with the River and the 
Palisades beyond. At the esplanade, Ashburton Avenue would turn north and follow the 
esplanade park until it connects back to Alexander Street. As proposed, this roadway would 
separate the esplanade park from the Development Parcels by creating a public vehicle and 
pedestrian corridor with landscaped sidewalks and other streetscape amenities to establish a 
public space along the waterfront’s parkland. These public amenity features would be visible 
from Ashburton Avenue.  

The proposed building envelope for Development Parcel A, on the south side of Ashburton 
Avenue between Alexander Street and the Metro-North railroad tracks, would permit two 30-
story towers (one adjacent to Ashburton Avenue and the other in the center of the parcel). 
Seven-stories of parking and commercial uses would be permitted between the two towers, and 
between the south tower and the southern border of the parcel.  

Development Parcel C, on the south side of Ashburton Avenue between Alexander Street and 
the proposed park, could be developed with a 22-story tower, buffered on the north, south, and 
west with four-stories of parking and commercial uses. A portion of the esplanade park would 
extend east along Ashburton Avenue to Alexander Street separating the proposed building from 
Ashburton Avenue and permitting a wider view corridor.  

The building envelope for Development Parcel D, on the north side of Ashburton Avenue 
between Alexander Street and the esplanade park, would permit a 14-story tower framed to the 
north, south, and west with four-stories of parking and commercial uses.  

On the north side of Ashburton Avenue, between the Metro-North railroad tracks and Alexander 
Street, the existing two- to three-story Greyston Bakery would remain.  

These building envelope design guidelines endeavor to preserve public view corridors and 
maintain public views from upland vantage points. While buildings of these dimensions on these 
Development Parcels would narrow existing wider view corridors from inland and higher 
vantage points, these changes are not considered to be significant adverse impacts. 

Babcock Place 
The Proposed Action would retain the Babcock Place overpass, but straighten the 90 degree 
bend that currently wraps around the front of the Greyston Bakery. Babcock Place would 
continue to end at its intersection with Alexander Street. A portion of the esplanade park would 
extend to the west side of this intersection, thus lengthening the Babcock Place view corridor to 
the Hudson River. This public park area would replace some existing low-rise buildings which 
currently obstruct views of the Hudson River and Palisades from this location. Therefore, 
combined with the elevation of the Babcock Place bridge over the Metro-North railroad, the 
extension of this visual corridor would in increase some views of the Hudson River and 
Palisades from this public portion of the subject area. As a result of the Proposed Action, the 
public esplanade, Hudson River, and Palisades would be highly visible from the intersection of 
Babcock Place and Alexander Street. 

Babcock Place (east of Alexander Street) would be bounded by Development Parcel F to the 
north, and Greyston Bakery to the south. On Development Parcel F, a building envelope of two 
28-story residential towers along the east-west streets, and 6-stories of parking and commercial 
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uses along the north-south streets would be permitted. The Greyston Bakery is proposed to 
remain. The proposed park, a westward continuation of the Babcock Place visual corridor, would 
be bounded by Development Parcel E to the north and Development Parcel D to the south. Both 
of these parcels would permit a 14-story tower in the center of the parcel, buffered by 4-stories 
of parking and commercial development to the north, south, and west. 

The Proposed Action would alter north-south views from the Babcock Place overpass. The 
Babcock Place overpass currently has sweeping views of the entire subject area, Hudson River 
and Palisades. The Proposed Master Plan would permit four- to 30-story buildings throughout 
the subject area, many of which would be visible to the public from the bridge. As a result, 
existing views of the Hudson River and Palisades from the Babcock Place overpass, particularly 
the views to the north, would be narrowed. However, neither the view of the Hudson River nor 
Palisades from this location would be completely obstructed. This decrease in view corridor 
width is balanced by the extension of the view corridor and the unobstructed public views made 
available as Babcock Place approaches the esplanade. Therefore the change is not considered to 
be a significant adverse impact.  

Lamartine Avenue 
Under the Proposed Action, the Lamartine Avenue view corridor would be extended by the 
creation of a new street on the opposite side of the Metro-North railroad tracks. The new street 
would visually align with Lamartine Avenue, and would run from the west side of the Metro-
North railroad tracks to Alexander Street. This new street would terminate at its intersection with 
Alexander Street and the proposed esplanade park. 

The south side of the Lamartine Avenue visual corridor extension (Development Parcel F) 
would be developed with two 28-story towers connected by 6-stories of parking and commercial 
uses on the mid-block. The north side of the Lamartine Avenue visual corridor extension, 
Development Parcel G, would be developed with two 24-story towers connected by 4-stories of 
parking and commercial uses on the mid-block. On both Development Parcels F and G, the 
residential towers would be oriented along the proposed east-west streets and the low-rise 
parking and commercial uses would be oriented along the north-south streets. By orienting the 
low-rise portion of the building in the mid-block, the visual impact of the Proposed Action on 
upland private residences and the public Ravine Avenue Park would be minimized. 

While the alignment of the new street with Lamartine Avenue would increase the linear axis and 
length of the view corridor, the establishment of taller buildings on either side of the view 
corridor within the subject area would narrow the view and therefore partially obstruct some 
existing views of the subject area, Hudson River, and Palisades. Although some of the proposed 
buildings would obstruct and limit the width and extent of existing views from private 
residences, no public views would be completely obstructed by the Proposed Action. These 
changes to public and private views are not considered to constitute significant adverse impacts. 

Union Place 
Similar to Lamartine Avenue, the Union Place visual corridor would be extended by the creation 
of a new street on the Hudson River side of the Metro-North railroad tracks. The new street 
would run from the Metro-North railroad tracks to the proposed esplanade park. Like Lamartine 
Avenue, there would be no physical connection between the two streets, but the new street 
would visually align with Union Place. The alignment of the new street with Union Place would 
enhance the Union Place visual corridor and extend it to the Hudson River. 
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Two 22-story towers connected by 5-stories of parking and commercials uses would be 
permitted on the north side of Union Place on Development Parcel H. The one of the towers 
would be oriented along the southern east-west street, the other would be oriented along an east-
west extension of the esplanade park. The lower portion of the building would front to the east 
on the north-south street along the Metro-North railroad tracks, and to the west on the esplanade 
park. The north side of Development Parcel H would be developed with an extension of the 
esplanade park, and would provide another opportunity for the public to view the Hudson River 
and Palisades. Development Parcel G (described above) would be located to the south of Union 
Place.  

As with Lamartine Avenue, the alignment of the new street with Union Place would increase the 
linear axis and length of the view corridor. However, the placement of taller buildings on either 
side of the view corridor would narrow the view, and partially obstruct some existing views of 
the subject area, Hudson River, and Palisades. Although some of the proposed buildings would 
obstruct and limit the width and extent of existing views from private residences, no public 
views would be completely obstructed by Development Parcels H and G. In addition, the change 
in elevation from the subject area to the upland areas would work to minimize the affect of any 
changes in view, since vantage points in the upland areas afford views over much of the 
Proposed Action. These changes to public and private views in the vicinity of Union Place are 
not considered to constitute significant adverse impacts. 

Gold Street and Halcyon Place 
The Gold Street visual corridor would not be extended by the Proposed Action. Development 
Parcel H (described above) would be located opposite Gold Street on the west side of the Metro-
North railroad tracks. However, in order to preserve some views from Gold Street and the 
upland Halcyon Place Historic District, the portion of the proposed building in alignment with 
Gold Street would be limited to five-stories. Buildings associated with the Proposed Action 
would be visible from both Gold Street and Halcyon Place. However both the change in 
elevation from Halcyon Place to the subject area, and the orientation of the building envelope on 
Development Parcel H, would allow the continuation of partial views of the Hudson River and 
Palisades from the Historic District. Due to these factors and the general urban setting, the 
changes to the views from Gold Street or Halcyon Place are not considered to be significant or 
adverse. 

Point Street 
The Point Street visual corridor would also be extended beyond the Metro-North railroad tracks 
by the creation of an elevated pedestrian and vehicular connection to the project site. The 
existing Point Street bridge which passes over the Metro-North railroad tracks would connect to 
an elevated courtyard with parking below. The bridge would also provide access to subject area 
roadways via a ramp to the proposed north-south road along the Metro-North railroad tracks. 
The esplanade park would rap around the elevated courtyard and adjacent development, thus 
continuing public access to the waterfront in this area.  

The extension of the bridge to a courtyard would increase linear views from the Point Street 
view corridor because it would remove the former BICC Cables Corp. building that currently 
obstructs views of the Hudson River and lower portions of the Palisades from Point Street. The 
Point Street courtyard would be bounded to the south by Development Parcel I and to the north 
by Development Parcel J. The north and south ends of Development Parcel I would be 
developed with a 12-story and 20-story tower, respectively. The center of the parcel would be 
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developed with 4-stories of parking and commercial uses. Development Parcel J would be 
developed with 12-story tower on the south (adjacent to the courtyard) and 4-stories of parking 
and commercial uses on the north. 

Although the proposed changes to Point Street would lengthen linear views of the Hudson River 
and Palisades, the proposed 12-story buildings on either side of the courtyard would narrow 
northerly and southerly views of the Hudson River and Palisades from Point Street. However, 
the narrowing of these views are balanced by the linear extension of the view corridor and 
provision of publicly accessible parkland surrounding both Development Parcels I and J. 
Therefore, these changes are not considered to constitute significant adverse impacts. 

Glenwood Avenue 
The Glenwood Avenue view corridor would not be extended as part of the Proposed Action, nor 
would any changes be made to the portions of the Glenwood Train Station visible from 
Glenwood Avenue. Views from Glenwood Avenue would be altered by the construction of an 
18-story tower on the north side of the former Glenwood Power Station on Development Parcel 
N. The proposed building would not obstruct views of the power station from Glenwood 
Avenue, but would change views of the Hudson River and Palisades beyond. Views of the 
proposed tower from Glenwood Avenue would be partially obscured by the Glenwood Power 
Station. 

Views south from Glenwood Avenue would be altered by the build out of the Proposed Action. 
The Proposed Action would transform the skyline of the subject area; as such, southeasterly 
views of the subject area from Glenwood Avenue would change. In addition, the proposed north-
south roadway that would link Development Parcel N with the remainder of the subject area to 
the south would be visible from some public views in the vicinity of the Glenwood Train 
Station. None of the changes to views from this area are considered to result in significant 
adverse impacts. 

VIEWS FROM NORTH-SOUTH STREETS 

Alexander Street 
As part of the Proposed Action, Alexander Street, which currently runs from Wells Avenue to 
Babcock Place, would be partially realigned and extended two blocks, to the Union Place view 
corridor extension. The Alexander Street extension, starting at Babcock Place, would be angled 
toward the Hudson River to create a view corridor through this portion of the redevelopment 
area. Alexander Street intersections with east-west streets and portions of the esplanade park 
would provide additional locations from which the Hudson River and Palisades could be viewed. 
The proposed changes to Alexander Street would result in increased public views of the Hudson 
River. 

Warburton Avenue 
The subject area, Hudson River, Palisades, and buildings established by the Proposed Action 
would be visible from public vantages along Warburton Avenue. The primary public vantages 
would be from intersections of east-west streets. Interspersed glimpses of the subject area, 
Hudson River, Palisades, and buildings established by the Proposed Action would be available 
between and from the upper floors of existing private buildings. Although the Proposed Action 
would alter the view of the subject area and some views of the Hudson River and Palisades, the 
changes would not significantly impact the views from Warburton Avenue locations. With the 
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exception of one 18-story building on Development Parcel N, the Proposed Action would not 
result in any new buildings north of the Glenwood Power Station. This building would be visible 
from Warburton Avenue, although during leaf-bearing season it would be partially obscured by 
street trees along Warburton, as well as trees scattered throughout the Park. All changes to JFK 
Marina Park and Trevor Park would primarily be parkland enhancements, including 
improvements to walkways, landscaping, and renovations to the 1960s portion of the Hudson 
River Museum. Therefore the Proposed Action would have a minimal affect on views of the 
Hudson River and Palisades from this portion of Warburton Avenue. 

Woodworth Avenue 
Similar to Warburton Avenue, buildings associated with the Proposed Action would be visible at 
intersections of east-west streets and Woodworth Avenue, as well as interspersed between and 
from the upper floors of existing private buildings. Although the Proposed Action would alter 
views of the subject area and some views of the Hudson River and Palisades, the changes would 
not significantly impact the views from Woodworth Avenue. 

Ravine Avenue 
Due to its lower elevation, and lack of buildings separating it from the subject area, the changes 
in views along Ravine Avenue would be more significant. Similar to Warburton Avenue, 
buildings associated with the Proposed Action would be visible at intersections of east-west 
streets and Ravine Avenue, as well as interspersed between and from the upper floors of existing 
private buildings. Under the Proposed Action, views from these locations of the subject area 
would change from underutilized industrial sites to new buildings and the esplanade park.  

The views that would be most affected by the Proposed Action would be private views from rear 
windows on the upper floors of buildings along the west side of Ravine Avenue between 
Lamartine Avenue and Point Street, many of which currently have sweeping views of the subject 
area, Hudson River and Palisades. North of Point Street, the views from Ravine Avenue would 
not be significantly altered because no buildings are proposed along the causeway between Point 
Street and the Glenwood Power Station. 

PUBLIC AND OPEN SPACE RESOURCES 

Yonkers Train Station 
Views from the Yonkers Train Station to Development Parcel K would be altered by the 
Proposed Action. The Proposed Action would partially obstruct eastward views of the Kawasaki 
Railcar Corp. and Otis Elevator smokestack, which are currently visible from the train station 
platform. Development Parcel K would be transformed from vehicle storage to an 18-story 
building containing 100,000 square feet of office space, 20,000 square feet of retail space, and 
251 residential units. 

Views of the Alexander Street Waterfront Area would also be altered by the Proposed Action, 
which would increase the heights of buildings in this area. The increase in building heights 
would partially obstruct views of the Hudson River and Palisades from this location. However, 
the visual obstructions would not be significant as the Hudson River and Palisades would still be 
visible over and through the various buildings associated with the Proposed Action. 

12/6/07 3-24  



Chapter 3: Visual Character 

Yonkers Riverfront Library 
The Proposed Action would alter the views from public vantages within the Yonkers Riverfront 
Library. The Proposed Action would change the skyline of the subject area, increasing the 
heights of buildings from 1- to 6-stories to 4- to 30-stories. The new skyline would significantly 
alter the character of the subject area, as visible from the Yonkers Riverfront Library today. The 
subject area would change from low-rise and old and underutilized industrial area to a 
concentration of higher-rise buildings and new public open spaces. The new skyline would 
partially obstruct portions of the Palisades from view from this location. However, these changes 
are not considered significant adverse impacts since the Hudson River and Palisades would still 
be visible from the Yonkers Riverfront Library, although the views will not be as extensive as 
they currently are. 

Glenwood Train Station 
Views from the Glenwood Train Station would not be significantly altered. Views south from 
Glenwood Train Station are currently obstructed by the former BICC Cables Corp. building. 
Although the former BICC Cables Corp. building would be removed as part of the Proposed 
Action, new buildings would be constructed just south and north of it, and would have the same 
affect on views from this location. As a result, the views with and without the Proposed Action 
from this vantage point would remain approximately the same in respect to width and extent of 
view corridor. 

Also to the south of Glenwood Train Station would be a new roadway that would run parallel to 
the Metro-North railroad tracks and connect Development Parcel N to Development Parcel J. 
The new road would be at a low elevation, and not significantly alter views of either the subject 
area or Hudson River and Palisades from the Glenwood Train Station.  

Views north of the Glenwood Train Station would be altered by the proposed 18-story building 
immediately adjacent to the Glenwood Power Station on Development Parcel N. Since the 
Glenwood Power Station already blocks northern views of the Hudson River and Palisades, the 
new tower would not significantly alter this view. 

Ravine Avenue Park 
Ravine Avenue Park currently has views of the subject area, Hudson River, and Palisades that 
are partially obstructed by existing industrial uses in the subject area. Ravine Avenue Park is 
located on Ravine Avenue between Lamartine Avenue and Union Place. On the subject area, the 
land between the Lamartine Avenue and Union Place visual corridor extensions would comprise 
Development Parcel G. The Proposed Action would allow for two 24-story towers oriented 
along the east-west streets, and connect by 6-stories of parking and commercial uses oriented 
along the north-south streets. Therefore, the low-rise 6-story portion of the building would be 
directly opposite Ravine Avenue Park. The proposed orientation of the building would partially 
obstruct views of the Hudson River and Palisades from Ravine Avenue Park, however, it is not 
considered to be a significant adverse impact. 

Hudson River Museum 
The Proposed Action includes renovations to the parkland areas adjacent to the Hudson River 
Museum to enhance the connection between the Museum and JFK Marina Park. As changes to 
the Hudson River Museum would primarily be confined to the interior of the 1960s building, 
with a few exceptions, views of and from the building would remain virtually unaltered. The 
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Hudson River Museum renovations include the addition of an elevator to the historic Trevor 
Mansion. The elevator shaft would be added to the Warburton Avenue side of the building’s 
exterior to preserve the landmarked interior and provide ADA accessibility to upper floor public 
galleries and office spaces. For further discussion of the renovations to the Hudson River 
Museum see Chapter 13, “Cultural and Historic Resources.” 

The proposed landscaping surrounding the Hudson River Museum would enhance the visual 
character of the site. Additional walkways would improve the connection between the Hudson 
River Museum and Trevor Park, as well as the JFK Marina Park. The view of the JFK Marina 
Park from the Hudson River Museum would be improved by the proposed renovations to the 
park and by the establishment of a public amphitheatre immediately adjacent to the Museum’s 
entrance. 

The Alexander Street Waterfront and Inland Parcels of the Proposed Action would have little 
affect on views from the Hudson River Museum as only the tops of the proposed buildings 
would be visible in the distance from this location. Existing trees and the 26-story Seven Pines 
residential tower already obstruct southern views from the Hudson River Museum. Changes to 
the skyline associated with the Proposed Action would blend with the existing urban character of 
the downtown Yonkers Waterfront District.  

Beczak Center and Habirshaw Park 
The Proposed Action would not alter views south from the Beczak Center and Habirshaw Park. 
Views north of the Beczak Center would change from that of old industrial uses and broken piers 
to a wide public esplanade park with new buildings set back from the edge of the Hudson River. 
Views across the Hudson River to the Palisades would remain unchanged. 

Old Croton Aqueduct Trail 
Due to tree cover and existing development, views from the Old Croton Aqueduct Trail to the 
Hudson River, Palisades, and subject area are limited. From the distance and elevation of the Old 
Croton Aqueduct Trail, the Proposed Action would be visible and would partially obstruct some 
views of the Hudson River and Palisades. However, the Proposed Action would mostly blend 
with the existing urban development along the Yonkers Waterfront, particularly in the south. 
The Proposed Action would not significantly obstruct any views of the Palisades or Hudson 
River. 

PUBLIC VIEWS FROM AND FROM ACROSS THE HUDSON RIVER 

Hudson River 
The views that boaters on the Hudson River have of the subject area would be affected by 
development under the proposed Master Plan. Views of the immediate shoreline would be 
substantially improved—changing from the current views of deteriorating and rusting bulkhead, 
open, unlandscaped parking lots, and concrete barrier storage areas on the site’s northern end 
and the site’s debris-strewn, overgrown southern end to views of an attractive, tree-lined 
waterfront esplanade and other landscaped open spaces, a public marina, and a stabilized 
shoreline. Project buildings of varied heights, traditional building materials, and distinctive roof 
top and façade treatments consistent with existing elements in the downtown waterfront area 
would be visible beyond the esplanade.  
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New Jersey 
From public view points on the western side of the river, including the Alpine Boat Basin and 
Alpine Lookout, the Proposed Action’s low- to mid-rise scale and high coverage development 
pattern would blend into the backdrop of the highly urbanized Yonkers landscape. Views across 
the Hudson River from these two points, which are approximately six tenths of a mile from the 
subject area, would not be substantially altered by the Proposed Action.  

F. CONCLUSION 
The Proposed Action would result in the creation of new buildings and a new roadway network 
within the subject area. These improvements would change how the subject area looks and 
would result in changes to existing views from many public and private vantage points. 
Although new buildings would alter, narrow existing views of the subject area, Hudson River, 
and the Palisades, the proposed Alexander Street Master Plan would not result in a significant 
adverse visual impact on the surrounding Study Area. Imbedded in the Proposed Action are 
visual enhancements and design guidelines that are designed to site buildings to ensure visual 
penetration from upland areas, although the existing views of the River and Palisades would be 
constricted. 

The subject area would be transformed from an unsightly deteriorated industrial area that 
provides public on-site visual access to the Hudson River only at Habirshaw and JFK Marina 
Parks. The Proposed Action would establish a vibrant new waterfront neighborhood of 
residences, businesses, and open spaces, including a public esplanade that would take currently 
inaccessible and visually blocked land and transform it to places where the public could stand at 
water’s edge and have unobstructed views of the Hudson and its myriad visual resources along 
the entire 1.3 mile waterfront. Existing parks and amenities, including the Hudson River 
Museum/Trevor Park and JFK Marina Park, would be improved, enabling additional use and 
enjoyment. The net effect of the Proposed Action would be increased opportunity for the general 
public to gain on-site visual access to important visual resources—including the Hudson River, 
the Palisades, the New York City skyline, and the George Washington Bridge. 
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