



RESOLUTION NO.___- 2007

BY COUNCIL PRESIDENT CHUCK LESNICK AND MAJORITY LEADER MC DOW:


WHEREAS, the City of Yonkers is the fourth largest city in New York State, with a population of over 200,000 people and with a total public school enrollment of over 26,000 students, and


WHEREAS, the State University of New York provides a wonderful and affordable college education to thousands of students in New York State,  has educated about 40% of New York State college graduates, and helps provide the well-educated and well-trained workforce that New York State needs to compete economically, and

WHEREAS, of all of the “Big 5” cities in New York State, which include New York City, Rochester, Syracuse, Buffalo, and Yonkers, only Yonkers does not have a full four-year SUNY campus;  indeed, Syracuse, which has fewer enrolled students than Yonkers, has two major SUNY institutions, and Buffalo also has two SUNY campuses;

WHEREAS, the nearest four-year public engineering degree programs available to Yonkers students is located at SUNY New Paltz, which offers only computer and electrical engineering degrees; 

WHEREAS, New York State businesses continue to demand employees with  technical training and degrees, and a technically trained workforce is critical to preserving and developing the New York State manufacturing sector, and


WHEREAS, in the past, technology-savvy Yonkers residents like Elisha Otis and Edwin Armstrong have made important contributions to our modern global civilization, having invented, among other brilliant innovations, the elevator safety brake, which made possible the development of the skyscrapers that characterize the modern city, and FM radio; and, 

WHEREAS, the Yonkers Board of Education is establishing a new Riverside High School of Engineering and Design, which will provide pre-engineering course work, and the educators of Saunders High School currently offer five excellent pre-engineering programs: Computer Circuitry, Computerized Industrial Design, Architecture, Chemistry Technology and Biological and Environmental Technology in cooperation with SUNY’s Westchester Community College and other private colleges as well as IBM, thus creating an environment in Yonkers for synergistic relationships among high schools, colleges and industry for the education of future engineers that would be further enhanced by the establishment in Yonkers of a four-year SUNY College of Engineering and Applied Sciences; and
WHEREAS, according to SUNY Chancellor John R. Ryan, citing years of economic research, every dollar invested by the State in higher education generates at least eight dollars to the state economy in enhanced economic development, jobs and technological innovation; and 
WHEREAS, it is the mission of the State University of New York to operate a diverse SUNY System that meets the needs of both traditional and non-traditional students, as well as the goals of New York's local and regional communities, and it is the objective of SUNY to produce more graduates in high-needs fields such as healthcare, engineering and technology that the New York State economy needs to compete nationally; and 
WHEREAS, a group of committed Yonkers citizens, inspired by the  vision of Reverend Jesse Brown of the necessity for a SUNY College of Engineering and
Applied Sciences in Yonkers, has convened a Committee for SUNY Yonkers for the purpose of persuading the SUNY Trustees to create such a four-year, accessible,
affordable campus here; and the Committee for SUNY Yonkers has already drafted a persuasive position paper, submitted it to WCC President Joseph Hankin and
and SUNY Chancellor John Ryan, and received word from Chancellor Ryan of SUNY's intention seriously to consider the proposal during the university's current
review of how well its 64 campuses currently fulfill its mission, particularly in the light of the absence of any nearby SUNY engineering program; and

WHEREAS, the students of Yonkers Public Schools are incredibly bright and hard working and deserve the greatest opportunities to advance themselves and to attain a degree which will allow them to thrive in the workplace and give back to Yonkers and New York State.

  NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that in order to better to serve Yonkers students, the City Council of Yonkers hereby gives its full support to attempts to establish, in Yonkers, an accessible, affordable competitive four-year bachelor’s-level degree-granting SUNY college; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Council of Yonkers supports designating the future SUNY Yonkers as a college of Engineering and Applied Sciences, and if deemed feasible, to offer majors in
 industrial/manufacturing engineering and technology, transportation engineering and technology, computer engineering and technology, telecommunications engineering and technology, environmental engineering and technology, biomedical engineering and technology, civil engineering and technology, and the history and economics of science and technology; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Council of Yonkers supports the Chancellor of SUNY in his plans to analyze the feasibility of establishing a SUNY College of Engineering and Applied Sciences in Yonkers and, if the project is deemed feasible, urges him to move forward with approval, and with seeking approval from all the other individuals and bodies with a role in approving such a SUNY-Yonkers, in a timely manner.  
 

